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Q California Reglonal Water Quallty Control Board
v San Dlego Region ‘

' . Internet Address: http:/www.swrch.ca.gov/rwgeh o
Terry Tamminen : )
9174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100, San Diego, California 92123- 4340 Arnold Schwar:
- Secretary for _ 3 noj Warzenegger
Environmental v Phone (858) 467—2952 FAX (858) 571 6972 Governor
Protection o . . | : :
o o o TTACHMENT B~
March 2, 2004 : : : N o O A

‘Mr. Charles “Muggs” Stoll
- California Department of Transportatmn
- District 11 . o
P.0O. Box 85406
~San Diego, CA 92186-5406

_SUBJECT POST-FIRE BMP IMPLEMENTATION

-;On behalf of the Reglonal Board I would 11ke to thank the Cahforma Department of : - o
Transportation (Caltrans) for your efforts to address potent1al water quality problems as a result L

- - of the October 2003 wildfires.. Caltrans’ rapid identification, installation, and maintenance of
best management practlces (BMPs) have helped to keep post—ﬁre 1mpacts to water quahty and B
beneflclal uses to a minimum. PN

Effecnve BNLPS are readlly apparent along the maJ or;lty of our roads w1th1n burned areas A L
recent, post-rain inspection indicated no significant BMP failures or water quality problems.
Furthermore, some hydroseeded areas have started to sprout and should serve as effective long- -
term BMPs. We appreciate the efforts Caltrans has 1mplemented to address water quahty '
concerns whﬂe also addressmg 0ther post-fire i 1ssues ‘

-Réspectfuﬂy,

Robertus
Executive Officer
‘San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board

California Environmental Protection Agency

The energy challenge facing California is-real.- Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of
simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at htip:/fwww.swrcb.ca.gov.
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| Q Cahforma Reglonal Water Quahty Control Board
" v - San Diego Region

. . S . Internet Address: hitp:/fwww.swrcb.ca.govirwgeb9
Tegzgtamm‘ary P o 9174 Sky Park Coutt, Suite 100, San Diego, California 921234340
Bouigiliinl Pone (858) 467-2952 FAX (858) 571-6972

Protection

o .-ArnoIdSchWarzenegger
Lo o _G,ovemori_ )

March 2 2004

Mr. Walter Ekard
~ Chief Administrative Offlcer
' ‘County of San Diego
- Room?209 . -
1600 Pacific nghway e
‘San Diego, California - 92101 - -

' DearMr.Ekard:
SUBJECT: :POSTgFIRE'Bl\([P. _‘I‘I\_/JPLEMENTATVIONF

‘On behalf of the Reglonal Board 1 Would 11ke to thank the County of San D1ego (County) for
*your efforts to address potential water quality problems as a result of the October 2003 wildfires.
-~ The County s rapid identification, installation, and maintenance of best management practlces S
(BMPs); operation of BMP distribution’ centers; assistance to residents with BMP. installation;

*and other activities have helped to keep post-f1re 1mpacts to water. quahty and beneﬁmal uses to a_
: mrmmum

- Furthermore the County s efforts dunng the recent rain events have helped to rnlmn:uze 1mpacts L
to water quality. The County’s crews have responded well to problem, and. potent1al problem, .
areas, 1mp1ement1ng an effective combmatmn of BMPs to address 51te—spec1f1c erosionand
sedimentation issues. We appreciate the efforts the County has undertaken to. address water

’ quahty concerns whﬂe also addressmg other post—ﬁre issues. :

Respec_tfully, ’

n Robertus
Executive Officer
San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board

cc: Mr. Cid Tesoro, County of San Diego, Storm Water

California Environmental Protection Agency

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of
simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at htip:f/www.swrcb.ca.gov.
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N Cahforma Reglonal Water Quahty Control Board
v ~ San Diego Region -

) . Internet Address: hitp://www.swrch.ca.gov/iwgcb9
' 9174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100, San Diego, California 92123-4340
Phone (858) 467 2952 FAX (85 8) 57 1-6972

Terry Tamminen

Secretary for Arnold Schwamenegger

Environmenial Govemor

. Protection
mMmmzmm

er J ames Bowersox
_ City Manager
- City of Poway

PO.Box789 .
E Poway, Callforma 192074-0789 -

Deaer Bowersox o -
SUBJECT POST-FIRE BlVlP IlV[PLEl\/IENTATION

.'-;On behalf of the Regmnal Boa:rd I would l1ke to thank the C1ty of Poway (C1ty) for your efforts o
to address potential water quallty problems as a result of the October 2003 wildfires. The City’s -
_ ~ rapid identification, installation, and maintenance of best management pracuces (Bl\/.[Ps) have g
c Vhelped to keep post—f]re 1mpacts to water quahty and beneﬁc1al uses to a mlmmum i

; The C1ty s careful 1mplementat10n of BMPs dunng the ongomg mamtenance of check dams and

_ _recently completed dredging in Rattlesnake and Poway Creeks, under the Army Corps of

" “Engineers Regional General Permit No. 63, ensured minimal to no impacts to water quallty We
appreciate the efforts the City has undertaken to address water quallty concerns while also N
‘addressmg other post—flre issues. . : , _

v' ' Respectfully, _ v

‘Robertus | f o :

ecutive Officer
‘San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board .

cc: Mr. Danis Bechter, City of Poway, Storm Water
. Mr. Dan Cannon, City of Poway, Department of Public Works

California Environmental Protection Agency

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action fo reduce energy consumption. For a list of
simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at hitp:/fwww.swreb.ca.gov.
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ATTACHMENT ¢-1

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN DIEGO REGION

Quarterly Progress Report to the State Water Resources Control Board
Pursuant to SWRCB Resolution No. 2001-309

Caulerpa taxifolia Eradication and Prevention Activities
October — December 2003

I. Eradication Activities

Complete surveys of Agua Hedionda Lagoon (AHL) and Huntington Harbour (HH) were
conducted during the reporting period. No Caulerpa taxifolia was found at either
location. No C. taxifolia has been detected in AHL since September 2002 or in HH since
November 2002.

While the results of eradication efforts remain encouraging, even with intensive surveys
it can be difficult to find C. taxifolia (due to turbidity, eelgrass, and other factors), as
illustrated by the results of survey efficacy studies. The rates of success at finding
artificial C. taxifolia during efficacy studies ranged from 40% to 100%. The Southemn
California Caulerpa Action Team (SCCAT) is continuing to evaluate the results of the
efficacy studies to determine when these two systems can be declared free of C. taxifolia.
It is vital to continue surveillance efforts throughout California and other coastal waters
to ensure that C. faxifolia is eradicated at AHL and HH and that other infestation sites do
not exist.

SCCAT continued work on developing a diver training and certification program to
certify divers (other than those working for eradication contractors) in C. taxifolia
surveillance methodologies. Certification will likely be performed by the California
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) and/or National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), and will last for 2-3 years. Existing survey requirements for
dredging and other underwater work will be modified to require that surveys be
conducted by certified divers in accordance with methodologies developed by SCCAT.

II. Prevention Activities

The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (SDRWQCB) continued to work
with UC Cooperative Extension to finalize a scope of work for an outreach and education
program, which will be funded through grants obtained by the Agua Hedionda Lagoon
Foundation (AHLF). Also during this quarter, SDRWQCB participated in a number of
outreach activities, including presentations at the Headwaters to Oceans conference in
Long Beach in October 2003 and the Nonpoint Source Conference in Ventura in
November 2003. Continuation of outreach efforts is critical to prevention and detection
of future infestations.

III. Research Activities

Merkel & Associates (the eradication contractor) will conduct an assessment of the
biological and physical characteristics associated with the tarps used to contain and treat
C. taxifolia. Data will be collected and analyzed from the environments associated with
the tarps, including on the rate of sediment deposition, eelgrass growth, and biota on and
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around the tarps. Similar information will also be collected from “control” areas for
comparison.

A contract between SWRCB and USDA to develop eradication methods for use in high-
energy coastal environments was signed by USDA and returned to SWCRCB for final
approval. The project is funded through $600,000 of Clean Water Act section 319(h)
funds, and SDRWQCB will act as the contract manager for this project.

IV. Funding

To date, much of the funding for eradication efforts at AHL and HH has been provided
by Cleanup and Abatement Account (C/A) grants awarded by the SWRCB. SARWQCB
continued to work with SWRCB and Merkel & Associates to ensure appropriate
invoicing and timely payment from C/A grant #181(A) to Santa Ana Regional Water
Quality Control Board (SARWQCB). Likewise, SDRWQCB continued to work with
SWRCB, the City of Carlsbad, and Merkel & Associates to ensure appropriate invoicing
and timely payment from C/A grant #195 to the City. All of the remaining funds from
C/A grant #195 were expended in the October - December 2003 quarter.

SDRWQCB continued to work with AHLF and the State Coastal Conservancy (SCO) to
develop a work program that must be completed to enable use of $1.3 million in grant
funding obtained by AHLF from the SCC through the Southern California Wetlands
Recovery Project to continue work related to C. taxifolia.

By SWRCB Ietter dated November 21, 2003, AHLF was notified that it should begin
contract preparation for a $600,000 Clean Water Act section 319(h) grant to continue C.
taxifolia eradication work.

A Proposition 13 grant proposal submitted to SWRCB by CDFG was recommended for
funding under the Watershed Protection Program. The grant would allow for continued
eradication and prevention work and would enable resumption of surveillance in “high
risk” areas where infestations could be present. Final SWRCB approval of the CDFG
grant proposal is expected in February 2004.

V. Oversight

The SDRWQCB and SARWQCB continued to participate in the SCCAT. SDRWQCB
continued to chair and prepare agendas and minutes for SCCAT meetings. The primary
responsibility of SCCAT is to oversee eradication efforts and provide guidance on related
work. During the reporting period, a SCCAT meeting was held on November 21, 2003 in
San Diego.

In October 2003, at the recommendation of SCCAT, the City of Carlsbad City Council
amended the AHL Interim Management Plan (IMP) to allow resumption of personal
watercraft (jet ski) usage in the Snug Harbor portion of AHL. SCCAT determined that
this use would not interfere with C. taxifolia eradication work. The IMP provides for
prohibition of certain recreational activities and restrictions on other recreational
activities in order to facilitate C. taxifolia eradication work in AHL.

-20f2-



